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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment received on July 23, 2007 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 
1, 7, 10, 14, and 20 have been amended. No claims have been added. Claims 1-22 
are currently pending. 

Response to Amendment and Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see REMARKS, filed July 23, 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-22 under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Sneeringer (US PG Pub. 
2004/0024717). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-2, 5, 8, 10, 12, 14-15, 18 and 21, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Fallon et al. (US PG Pub. 2003/032949), in view of 

Sneeringer (US PG Pub. 2002/0024717). 
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As per Claims 1,10, and 14, Fallon discloses a method, calculator and computer 
program product that estimates a cost savings attributable to use of a backup power 
system, comprising the following steps implemented in a data processing system: 
obtaining historical power status information relating to operation of the backup power 
system. (Figure 10; 0016; 0017; 0081; 0108; 0109). 

Fallon fails to disclose the computing the estimate of cost savings from the 
obtained historical power status information. 

Sneering discloses the data center optionally includes Uninterruptible Power 
Supplies (UPS), which may be implemented in multiple parallel modules, Battery Back- 
up systems, Automatic Transfer Switches (ATS) and/or power generator back-up, along 
with multiple electric circuit feeds. By way of illustration, an Uninterruptible Power 
Supply (UPS) is a device that provides a clean, reliable source of power to maintain 
systems in the event of power disturbances and/or interruptions (paragraph [0160]) 
Sneering further discloses that the engineer may look at the information, do analysis, 
and perhaps even resolve an issue without ever going to the site. The types of 
information that the customer may see, include, for example, the load in energy, the 
actual building layout/structure, historical bjlls, and/or a forecasting component that 
helps forecast the amount of energy a customer may use based upon a forecast for a 
given location or a given customer site (paragraph [01 14]). Sneeringer still further 
disclose that in addition, advantageously the savings may be transferred to the 
customer so it has a pricing center to go to with this offering, to actually produce better 
quality equipment at a lower price by virtually having this 
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information system in place. At the same time, consumption for the electricity 
and gas usage of the port is also monitored and collected to understand the 
customers total energy needs (paragraph [0136]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Fallon to include the features of 
Sneeringer because informing the user of a backup power supply of the cost savings 
realized through the use of such a device is an excellent means to justify the purchase 
and maintenance of a backup power supply and provide the user with additional data 
concerning the operation of their backup power supply. 

As per claims 2, 8, 12, 15 and 21, Fallon further discloses wherein the received 
historical power status information comprises at least one of a number of power failures 
and a duration of the power failures, wherein the power outage cost factor comprises a 
one-time cost factor for a single power failure and/or a cost per hour without power 
factor and wherein the user interface comprises a graphical user interface (GUI). 
(Figure 10). 

As per claims 5 and 18, Fallon fails to disclose the method of claim 4 further 
comprising exporting the per incident savings estimate, the hourly savings estimate 
and/or the estimate of cost savings to a computer application. However, Eulau discloses 
the exporting of the estimated data to a computer application. (Figure 1; Figure 19; Col. 
2, lines 10-13; Col. 3, line 40 - Col. 4, line 10). Examiner interprets exporting to include 
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the computation of data by a computer or Internet server and the sending of that data to 
another computer application (i.e. web browser). 

As per claims 6 and 19, Fallon further discloses the method of Claim 4 further 
comprising displaying the one-time cost factor, the cost per hour factor, the number of 
power failures, the duration of the power failures, the per incident savings estimate, the 
hourly savings estimate and the estimate of cost savings on a graphical user interface 
(GUI) (Figure 10; 0009; 0016; 0017). 

2. Claims 3-4, 9, 13, 16-17 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fallon et al. (US PG Pub. 2003/032949, in further view of Sneering 
(US PG Pub. 2002/0024717), still in further view of Eulau et al. (US Patent Number 
6,411,910), 

As per claim 3 and 16, Fallon fails to disclose the method of claim 2 further 
comprising: obtaining a one-time cost factor for a single power failure; and obtaining a 
cost per hour without power factor. 

However, Eulau teaches the collection and generation of various data pertaining 
to the costs associated with a power loss. (Figures 5-19; Col. 2, lines 5-50; Col. 3, line 
65 - Col. 4, line 10; Col. 5, line 55 - Col. 6, line 15) Examiner interprets the data 
collected in Eulau to inciude both the cost per hour and single incident cost because the 
collection of data includes a wide range of values that can be used to accurately 
compute both of these values. In fact, cost per hour values are explicitly disclosed and 
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the cost per incident value is merely a function of the cost per hour value. Further, 
Examiner interprets the total revenue and profit at risk generated by Eulau to be the 
same as the potential amount saved by a backup power supply. This is because the 
backup power supply eliminates power failures and reduces the risk to zero, thus 
recovering the total revenue and profit that was initially at risk. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the invention of Fallon and Sneering to include the features of Eulau, because informing 
the user of a backup power supply of the cost savings realized through the use of such 
a device is an excellent means to justify the purchase and maintenance of a backup 
power supply and provide the user with additional data concerning the operation of their 
backup power supply. 

As per claim 4, 9, 13, 17 and 22, Fallon shows the collection of data pertaining 
to power failure incidents and the duration of the power failures. Fallon further computes 
the total power failures and the total duration of power failures and displays these 
results to the user through a GUI. (Figure 10). Fallon fails to disclose calculating a per 
incident savings estimate based on the number of power failures and the one-time cost 
factor; calculating an hourly savings estimate based on the duration of the power 
failures and the cost per hour without power factor; and calculating the estimate of cost 
savings associated With the backup power system based on the calculated per incident 
savings estimate and the calculated hourly savings estimate. However, Eulau teaches 
the collection and generation of various data pertaining to the costs associated with a 
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power loss. (Figures 5-19; Col. 2, lines 5-50; Col. 3, line 65 - Col. 4, line 10; Col. 5, line 
55 - Col. 6, line 15) Examiner interprets the data collected in Eulau to include both the 
cost per hour and single incident cost because the collection of data includes a wide 
range of values that can be used to accurately compute both of these values. Further, 
Examiner interprets the total revenue and profit at risk generated by Eulau to be the 
same as the potential amount saved by a backup power supply. This is because a 
backup power supply abolishes power failures and reduces the risk to zero, thus 
recovering the total revenue and profit that was initially at risk. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include the features of Eulau and Sneeringer in Fallon in and multiply the values to 
calculate the total estimated cost savings, because informing the user of a backup 
power supply Of the cost savings realized through the use of such a device is an 
excellent means to justify the purchase and maintenance of a backup power supply and 
provide the user with additional data concerning the operation of their backup power 
supply. 

As per claim 7 and 20, Fallon discloses a method and computer program product 
that estimates the cost savings attributable to use of a backup power system, the 
method comprising the following steps implemented on a data processing system: 
receiving historical power status information from a UPS over a communications link; 
(Figure 10; 0016; 0017; 0081; 0108; 0109) and displaying the estimate of cost savings 
on the user interface. (Figure 10; 0009; 0016; 0017) 
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Fallon fails to disclose accepting a power outage cost factor from a user 
interface and computing an estimate of cost savings based on the historical power 
status information and the power outage cost factor. 

However, Eulau teaches the acceptance of a power outage cost factor from a 
user interface (Figure 13) and computing an estimate of cost savings based on the 
historical power status information and the power outage cost factor. (Figures 5-19; Col. 
2, lines 5-50; Col. 3, line 65 - Col. 4, line 10; Col. 5, line 55 - Col. 6, line 15) Examiner 
interprets the data collected in Eulau to include both the cost per hour and single 
incident cost because the collection of data includes a wide range of values that can be 
used to accurately compute both of these values. Further, Examiner interprets the total 
revenue and profit at risk generated by Eulau to be the same as the potential amount 
saved by a backup power supply. This is because a backup power supply abolishes 
power failures and reduces the risk to zero, thus recovering the total revenue and profit 
that was initially at risk. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
the features of Eulau and Sneeringer and multiply the values to calculate the total 
estimated cost savings, because informing the user of a backup power supply of the 
cost savings realized through the use of such a device is an excellent means to justify 
the purchase and maintenance of a backup power supply and provide the user with 
additional data concerning the operation of their backup power supply. 
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As per Claim 1 1 , Fallon further discloses the calculator of claim 10 wherein the 
data processor is operatively associated with a graphical user interface (GUI) (Figure 
10; 0009; 0016; 0017). 

Fallon fails to disclose wherein the GUI is configured to receive the historical 
power status information and transmit the historical power status information to the data 
processor. 

However, Eualau teaches wherein the GUI is configured to receive the historical 
power status information and transmit the historical power status information to the data 
processor. (Figures 5-19; Col. 2, lines 5-50; Col. 3, line 65 - Col. 4, line 10; Col. 5, line 
55 - Col. 6, line 15) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the calculator and GUI disclosed in Fallon with features of Sneeringer and the 
Eulau because informing the user of a backup power supply of the cost savings realized 
through the use of such a device is an excellent means to justify the purchase and 
maintenance of a backup power supply and provide the user with additional data 
concerning the operation of their backup power supply. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Freda A. Nelson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7076. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Wednesday and Friday, 
10:00 AM -6:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



FAN 09/28/07 




